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musical music, the public buildings of the people, the
mosques of the Muhammadans, and the temples of the
Hindus,. with a church here and there to show that
Christianity had also its shrines—all brought to our view
characteristics of the great land on which we had entered
Bombay, since the opening of the Suez Canal, has made
progress which somewhat affects the pre-eminence of
Calcutta among the cities of India, but it still remains
the capital of British India—I otight rather to say of
India—and its position will continue to make it, what it
has been in the past, a vast emporium of commerce, the
abode of a great population, and a place of most stirring
activity. It continues to be the resort of persons of
every civilized, and almost every semi-civilized, nation on
the, face of the earth.
My stay in Calcutta of six weeks was longer than I had
anticipated, but my time was very pleasantly and profit-
ably spent A few days after arrival a united prayer-
meeting was held : missionaries of all societies were pre-
sent, the attendance was large, the spirit was earnest and
devout, and I then began to realize, what it was my
happiness to realize more fully afterwards, the uniting
power of the missionary enterprise. I had the happiness
of attending services with Native Christians, and of joining
them in spirit, though not with understanding. I was
especially interested in the noble Missionary Institution
of the Church of Scotland, and in the smaller, but pio-
mising, school of our own Society. I felt as if the sight
of such a number of boys and young men, many of them
with most pleasing and intelligent countenances, all
learning our language, and, what is vastly better, all
taught from the Word of God, was enough in itself to
repay one for the long voyage to India. I heard them

